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September Meeting – Monday 11th 
 
Last month Peter Cottle royally entertained us with a report of his collecting trip to India 
where we hear his group discovered at least one, possibly two, new species of fish. I 
wonder, will they be named “petersii”? An excellent evening, with just the right mix of 
travel stories and fish.  
 
Coincidentally my plea for material turned up this – keep them coming… 
 
World’s smallest fish discovered 
(From Forest Leaves – the newsletter of Epping Forest Conservation Volunteers) 

It was reported in January that the world’s smallest fish has 
been discovered in acidic swamps in Sumatra. Named 
Paedocypris progenetica and measuring just 7.9mm it is a 

miniature member of the carp (Cyprinid) family and is thought to be near 
the lowest possible limit for a multi-cellular creature. The females are 
only big enough to produce a few eggs at a time but the males have 
enlarged pelvic fins with very large muscles thought to be used to grasp 
the female during sex. A zoologist at the Natural History museum said 
that it was one of the strangest fish he had ever seen 
More info on the web at http://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/news/2006/jan/news_7501.html 
 
This month sees the return of yet another old friend, Gary Steptoe, who will be talking of 
his experiences with Rift Valley Cichlids.  
 
Herons 
I lost one of my Koi to a heron a few weeks ago so I thought I’d add to the 
existing deterrents with a Heath Robinson affair. Hard to tell if it is working 
because as far as I know the Koi was the first loss I’ve had this year.  
I wouldn’t notice a goldfish or five going missing – does anyone want 
some? 
 
Social Events 
The Old Time Music Hall Evening – 14th October at the William Torbitt School 
Ken Wrightson writes: We have sold 40 tickets so far but as all profits are going to 
charity we obviously want to raise this total to ensure that we hand over a good cheque to 
the charity concerned. (Of course it will be good – What we want is a BIG cheque. 
Editor/Treasurer) If you have any family or friends who would wish to come please invite 
them and let Ray Downer know the numbers and their food preferences. We only have 
THIS meeting to firm up the final numbers so please see Ray at the meeting. 
Cost is £10 per head and includes fish or chicken supper. You will need to bring your own 
drink and a black bag for your tables rubbish – which we would thank you to take home 
with you. 
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Ken also writes: We are very lucky at Ilford to have a good hardworking committee and 
strong membership. Three members should particularly be congratulated… 
Ted Liddle, who looks after our tank at Ilford Central Library and Jim Humphries and 
Peter Riley who look after the tank in the cancer unit at King George’s Hospital. 
They spend their valuable time and money on making sure the tanks are maintained 
properly. If you have any spare plants or fish they’d be only to pleased to receive them. 
Once again, thank you and well done gentlemen!!! 
 
The Annual Dinner has now been arranged for the 13th of January 2007 and will be 
held in Stoneleigh Court (off Herent Drive, Ilford). The food is to be provided by the 
”Traveling Chef” but the liquid refreshment you will have to bring yourself. Cost is 
£20.00 per head. Place your booking with me ASAP. 
 
Fish House tanks 
Roger Saltrick has two large tanks that would be ideal for anyone building a fish house. 
They are both 6ft long, 18 inches wide and 12 (or 15) inches high. One is fitted with 
dividers to turn it into 3 tanks. See Roger at the meeting or give him a call. 
 
Nausicaa 
For those that don’t recognize the name Nausicaa is the Aquarium in Boulogne that we 
didn’t get to see on our way home from our week in Normandy. A few of us did manage 
to get there last year thanks to the kind efforts of Don Taylor who made a number of trips 
in his car taking interested members over. I was so impressed by their reef tank which 
can be viewed from a jetty that stands over it, from a conventional large window in the 
side – and from below by sticking your head up into Perspex domes, that I went again 
last month. Well worth a visit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See you on Monday 

  Rab 
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